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Establishing the New Political Thinking 

01 L4 Moscow SOTSIOLOGICHESKIYE 
SSLEDOVANIYA in Russian No 2, Feb 91 (signed to 
re NY Dec Yu) pp 7-]2 


vrucie by Vilen Nikolayevich [vanov, doctor of philo- 
ophical scrences, professor and leader at the Center tor 
he Study of Socopolitical Processes at the [Institute for 
sociological Research of the USSR Academy of Sciences. 
He is a permanent contmbutor to our journal] 


a y" 


xt ) an ever-greater degree the prncipies and 
onciusions of the new political thinking are becoming 
in inseparable element in the political and spiritual life 
t the Soviet people and these reflect the common 
tuman need for survival, a nonvicient world, colilabora- 
ion and good neighboriiness and the joint solving of 
irgent global problems of civilization. In the process of a 
growing awareness by the population of various nations, 
ncluding our own, of the real threat to the existence of 
ur planet (military and ecological above ail), changes 
ire inevitably occurmng in group, national and class 
nierests, in social psychology and in public opimon. The 
ictual conduct of people is also changing under their 
mpact. The masses of people to an ever-greater degree 
ire becoming the proponents of new political thinking. 
Their activeness and degree of actual impact on interna- 
tional relations depend largely upon how completely and 
profoundly they have assimilated and adopted the basic 
deas and provisions of the new thinking. 


The confirmation of this thinking in the mass mind 
urs not spontaneously but largely under the impact of 
he mass information media. Like any social innovation, 
he new thinking is being confirmed not without diffi- 
ullies and contradictions and an understanding of these 
ising the means of sociology can assist in this process. 


[he new political thinking in its essence is directed at the 
iuge-old moral categomes which define relations among 
people: good—evil, trust—hostlity, fmend—enemy 
ie—truth, sincemty—hypoecnsy and so forth. But at the 
same time. it also considers the fact that the simple 
standards of morality which define relations between 
people have still not become the basic governors of 
nterstate relations, although the need for this has msen 
significantly in the modern era. This is based upon the 
inreat which has become a reali one in our times of the 
festruction of civilization pmmaniy by military means. 


The permanent arms race, including nuclear arms, the 
nilitary conflicts and the threat of a new world war have 
ed to the militamzing of thinking and to the fanning of 
‘ear and mistrust between states and peoples. Under 
hese conditions, the program proposed by the Soviet 

nion for building a nuclear-free and nonvioijent world 
ind the practical steps which followed to implement this 
narked the beginning to the new political thinking and 


new views of Ne possidle relavions DetWween States, in 
excluding conirontation, violence anu he dictating ol 


terms. 


\ CNaracteristic feature of (he new political hinking 1s 
the fact that its active force is not only the peace-ioving 
States and Me pacihic pudlic organizations Dul aiso mass 
movements and all persons of goodwill who realize the 
dangers (threatening lecessily of 
oining efforts to solve the global probiems involved in 
the survival of civilization. [n order to become a real 
force in the human mmunit' he new political 
thinking should capture the masses, . his is a common 
task tor ail countmes, including our own 


nankind and ne 


The assimilating cf new approaches and views of inter 
national relations Dased upon a recognition of the need 
ror a Dalancing of interesis and respect, the choice of 
values and pnomties in the way of life of other peoples 
presupposes the aDandonment of wnat Nas iong settied in 
the mass mind in the torm of persistent notions and 
stereotypes during the long years of the Coid War. Very 
important in this context Is an understanding of the 
limited nature and dogmatism of the theoretical views 
which tostered such notions by establishing the idea of 
the inevitabie controntation between East and West and 
between states belonging to different sowal systems. 
Such theoretical ideas reinforced in the mass mind 
mistrust and hostility for the capitalist nations and a 
reyection of everything coming trom there. Such a lim- 
ted, cardboard approach formed in the minds of the 
Soviet people an image of the enemy, itt impeded an 
yHyective view of the in no way umiform but rather 
compiex and contradictory situation on the international 
scene and gave mse to mistrust as to the possibility of 
positive changes in the relations of the USSR with the 
capitalist countmes and particularity with the Umited 
States 


Sociological research carrmed out over a number of years 
n various regions of the country in the 1970s and the 
beginning of the |YSOs has nstantly shown that the 
United States is perce:ved in the mass mind as our main 
ypponent, as the main guiity party of creating tension in 
the international situation, the real or potential 
aggressor. (it must yoInted out that there were objec 
tive grounds for ths including the Vietnamese War, the 
yecupation of upport tor the Contras in 
Nicaragua, the enormous military outlays and so forth.) 
However, even during these vears the Soviet people did 
not identify the Amemecan people with the ruling upper 
lique or with the next “pres ’ This was also 


renada, (tht 


identiai suite 


‘ontirmed by the research resuits. Thus, the research 
Sarmed Out within the Project International Barometer 
% Peace showed that to the question “How do you 
‘consider the American people” in erght out of ten 
instances the Soviet people voiced a positive attitude 
(Not more than 3 percent was negati 

The broadening contacts in various areas and the dif- 
ferent forms of people s diplomacy create new prerequi- 
sites for mutual respect and trust. The new thinking 








’ 


confirms the necessity of a political dialogue, a desire to 
understand and consider the positions of other coun- 
tmes, including those in a different soc:al sysiem, the 
abandoning of the presumption of our own intallibolits 
and the ability to recognize our own shortcomings and 
mistakes. |ts affirmation should lead to a situation where 
the concepts characterizing the relations in the time of 
the Coid War (and at times the current ones) such as 
antagonism, hostility and controntation are replaced by 
mes such as competition, mvairy, emulation which 
reflect the most promising and fruitful trends in relations 
between countmes belonging to different systems. Its 
affirmation should reflect an understanding of the fun- 
damental conclusion armsing as a result of an analysis of 
the entire postwar history that socialism and capitalism 
cannot develop in isolation from one another, since ail 
the systems inevitably interact within the limits of a 
single human civili.ation and within the limits of the 
»Hyectively caused process of the “mse of an interrelated 
and integrated worid”’ 


The new thinking also dictates the necessity of moving 
trom the notion oF the orevity of peaceful coexistence to 
coexistence as a protracted, long-term process the histor 
ical limits of which at present are unpredictable, a 
recognition of not only the inevitability but also the 
utility of different social systems within a single civiliza- 
tion and the greatest possible assistance in internation: 
alizing interstate relations. And hence, the basic thing is 
to shape an awareness of common human solidanty 
based on such vaiues aS concern for peace, the naturai 
and spimtual environment of man, human nmghts and 
morality. The forming of a new political thinking also 
presupposes the affirmation in mass awareness of truls 
Numane principies tor retations detween people and 
States and Dased upon the prmmacy of common Numan 
Standards and vaiues, on a recogmition of man as the 
measure of ail things and overcoming ail forms of 
alienation and the enslavement of the individual. The 
process of affirming the new thinking has in no way a 
spontaneous nature. [ts intensity depends pmmarti' 
upon the informational and propaganda activities, thei 
content, tlexidility. trmeliness and the ability to provide 
the broadest masses with truthful information about the 
modern worid, to broaden the spotted trends and show 
the prospects. The measures being carred out in our 
nation in light of the final document of the | 989 Vienna 
Meeting (free access to information, including radio 
broadcasting, a solution to the question of subscribing to 
foreign perodicais and the receiving of foreign televi- 
sion) should create optimum conditions for the activities 
7 the Soviet mass information media. 


Aiso of important sigmficance in ths context was the 
information Forum held in London in May |989 and 
nvestigating the notion of a World Intormation Program 
inder the aegis of the UN. [ts implementation wiil open up 
new methods and forms of information excnange Doin on 
the level of the state and public orgamzations, it will 


sermousiy Droaden the opportunities for informing people in 
‘armmous regions oF the planet on the Oroadest spectrum oa! 
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irgent problems and wall advance the limits of information 
collaboration and the tree dissemination of information 
flows. Such activities are also important because the wide 
spread nature of international collaboration and its remote 
ness from the daily expernence of the individual impede 
ndependent ana@iyvsis and a reliable assessment oOo] whal ts 
happening. Winle the oppmons of an ordinary person on the 
proDiems of the nation § domestic iife to a significant degree 
are determined by his own experience. in terms of the 
ntermational proDdiems there is little to De Moped trom 
personal expemence and the cme! roje in shaping value 
udgments is played Oy the mass information media nde! 
the conditions uf growing glasnost and democratization of 
Soviet society, the media are gaining an opportunity to 
niroduce the entire aduit population of (he nation to a 
discussion of foregn policy problems and make the people a 
‘competent participant in the process of preparmng and 
taking major decisions in the area of international relations 


This is 9articularly important because for an extended 
tume the elaboration and impijementation o! foregn 
policy was a matter OF a Narrow group oF professional 
politicians, wmile the basic mass of the population was 
assigned the role of extras who ipproved ail 
decisions adopted above (the role of social screntists was 
n essence reduced to the same thing 


mstanti' 


luntarism and 


This situation created a medium tor 
bureaucratic monopoly in tms sphere. The alienating of 


dinary citizens from toregn Polcy was aiso adetted Ov the 
excessive secrecy and Ov the desire to fide as many mate 
mals as possible in the archives. Such practices iid not 
help but tell on the attitude of the masses to foregn polic 
juestions and on (he absence of nol only the ‘cessarm 


Knowledge but aiso the equally necessary experrenc 


For this reason, at present it is particulariy important. in 
resolving the questions of actively involving the nation 
population in the discussion, adoplon and implementation 
1 important tore:gn policy decisions. to Nai he tullest 
possible notion of the real state of the mass mind. the ideas 
ind notions prevailing in it, the mechanisms of formation 
ind changes. As Soviet researchers have pointed out, the 
mass mind includes knowledge. ideas. standards and vaiues 
snared OV one or another aggregate of individuals and 
worked oul in the process of their contact Detween them- 
seives and the joint perception of social information n 
adopling Knowledge. Standards, vaiues worked oul in tine 
process OF Numan activity, interpersonal contact and in 
gaining new information, mass awareness assumes mort 
ess permanent features characterzing its content, on the 
yne hand, and the abiiity to respond to various essential 
nnovations and changes occurTing inside the sock 
tures or in the conditions of the:rr functioning, including 
‘xternai. on the otner 


Thus, the events of the md-!970s (the Helsinki Meeting. 


the lessening oF international tension) and (he related opti- 
mism were replaced al the Deginning of the AUS OV Serrous 
oncern over the exacerNation of the internation: tuation 
n line with the new Oulld-up of the arms rac he deploy 


ment oF medium-range nuclear missiles in irope and the 
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inieashing of regional contlicts. The open. honest nature ol miro) over exports, particularily of advanced tecn- 
ren Uviel TOrCigN polcy strategy) ne peace initiatives 1wiogy, and wnicn support extremist elements. 
1 the nation (Nn particular, the umilateral momtonmum on 
luciear (testing which has lasted over 1&8 months), the 4s is shown by the results of a poil conducted in 
Iniiateral reduction in the armed forces and military expen- ‘ebruary |989 in Moscow and Kuybyshev,~ the military 
Litures, (fe nverting of a portion af m 'itary production to hreat remains the main source oO] mistrust, suspicion 
Ivillan needs as well as proposals on nuclear disarmament ind caution toward the Western nations. [n answering 
have created the prerequisites for forming fundamentail he open question of the questionnaire on the reasons [or 
lew NoloNs 206 ul Nallonal secunty, in placing the empnasis heir disapproving attitude toward the proposais of the 
m political methods and lowering the ‘level oF militar yoviet Umion and lor a substantial unilateral reduction 
niation (primary oquciear). These attitudes and n the number and volume of conventional weapons oj 
wtions aimed at checking the arms race and preventing the he Soviet Army, the respondents wrote most often that 
nontaneous destruction of civilization also evidence the ‘they [the Umited States} will become stronger’ and 
inp! lented i¢atures of the new thinking and elements o1 ‘this will lead to the weakening of the Soviet Umon.” 
) ai av.areness of the nuciear world These proposals were fully approved by 76 percent in the 
group of the intelligentsia in the humamities, by 61 
\ ¢ Same time, the process of the affirming of the new percent af the workers and 47 percent of the students; 
liNnkKilg (O a significant degree has Deen impeded Dy the espectively, 4, 7 and 3 percent did not approve. 
mplexity, dynamism and contradictormess of the real- 
fies oF the modern world and these should de promplii' t course, ail Soviet people are interested in a secure, 
ind profoundly studied. In speaking at the | 8th m- 1uciear-free world, but they understand ths differently 
2re ne itallan ymmunist Party. the member ot the The hanges in the nation § political life, the establishing 
residential yunell AL ikovie. ymmmented: “The 1 a more tolerant attitude toward dissidence and a 
lal nyoated with mntradictions Seemingi' tne Nuralism of approacnes to urgent proDiems create lavor- 
lO Ovious. But the elimination of war by peacetul ibie prerequisites nol only for an understanding of the 
neans naoitsS with a powertul materal potential [ol yOSilions OF Our partners (and opponents) in interna- 
nirontation and militar olence. The opposition of ional affairs but aiso for shaping our own attitude 
} I ld interests cling nerge.icall’ 0 ald toward the phenomena oF international ire 
nyths. Che positi rends are growing stronger Dul the’ 
til nmecd concern and protection” re recentt\ mducted research makes it possidle [to 
Netter understand the prerequisites and factors contmb- 
le move to disarmament, Naving even received a ver lling (Oo and impeding the estaDlisnment of the new 
yOowertul impetus recently, aS yet Nas nol Decome irre yolitical thinking in the mind of the masses and the 
rsidie. The movement to a nuclear-free world als rospects ol the ideological impact on ths. Indicative in 
inters resistance. Profound contradictions still su nis regard are the results of the uready-mentioned poll 
n egional contlicts. There is constant concern mnducted in Moscow and Kuybdyshev by co-workers 
he hundreds of American military bases located rom the Sociology Institute of the USSR Academy oi 
round the Soviet mon, the hostile statements 5\ sciences. From this it was clear that one of the factors in 
fain American politicians reintorced with program: he effective process of shaping the new thinking Is a 
Ing new weapons svsters created supposed!’ yedisposition of those questioned to accept the theses 
lerensi yurposes Dul also Capabdie of parti naracterizing its mtent. Judging trom Table a 
( ng in new fensive operations. Mistrust of the najormty of those questioned in ail the established cate- 
Vestern nations is aiso caused by the 9dosition of certain MOTTES ympietely or basicaily share and support the 
wnicn are impeding trade, wnicn Nave hardened undamentai elements of the new political tinking. 





fable |: Do You Agree With the Below-Given Judgment? (% of those questioned in each group) 








Ldgments shook midren ytudents in ntetligentsia in nteiligentsia Workers 
ligher Education Natural Scrences n Humanities 
« s a — “x 
ai ~ xg 
iz “4 a - 
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lirmat ! the torming o!2 a new thinking ; ! © groups of schooicmidren and intetligentsia 
[ in abdsolule inajomty al those questi ed umanitte ne Most important prodlem was seen as 
Ips letining the prodDlems most important nand g Ol propaganda of the “image of the enem\ 
1} mankind, mentioned as the inree ma U) percent of those questioned). A majorty of those 
lisarmament, the complete aDandonment o1 ) Clively support the ndolitical principles and 
ind propagandizing the “image oj the enerm nprising the mechanism for estabdlishing the 
is [ vercoming a) le world gwlca ual hinking al the current stage. 
ible 2: What ls Your Attitude Toward the Below-Given Principles and Initiatives? (% of those questioned in group)* 
*rinciples and initiatives Sc hooic haidret tudents nteiligentsia in inteiligentsia Vorkers 
ligher /-ducation Naturad Scrences n Humanities 
. ‘ - — 7 ‘6 Si4 ‘ 
L 3 erests a5S$ , 
“ 5 r We \ say 44.4 . 
. r r } UDDOrTing Me Sie r , 7 - — 
nalvzing the changes recently in the activities of tt s also required trom the second party. Glasnast 
n najomty of those questioned felt that tt portumly to become acquainted with the state at 
ress, radio and television had become more ob If he nditions and results of activity in any 
ssessing the policy and reality of the Western ) d participate in resolving unsolved problems 
ind paying more attention to the positt Xp oth domestic and internationai. Without activeness in 
cguired there and the possidolity ot laboraling w ret ir iniormation., giasnost mains an 
: intries. This was the opimon ot 80) pe nal med and unrealized given. On tms level. one of the 
midren, + percent of the students in institul tors providing an effective process in forming the new 
ee ee ee ; inking by the media is a constant interest in 
ne intenigentssa in natura serences: and ov pe rT nal questions and a desire for the fullest and 
umanities. An adsolute majonty (01 “yD r nost up to date obtaining of information on this 
n rOUDS and in Don cities approved suc! aANnRE morrubhl neue 
Ct Ss of the media 
\ na yvercentl oF those questioned in 2 f ns { msiS oO} tne data trom the aireadyv-mentioned 
‘niiy the media nad bdegur ) an De asserted that the thematic priorities in 
it n (Oo examining the contradictions and propiem S groups of the population nave changed 
n tt nomic development and p n 1. International information (the international 
Vestern countnes. From oO 48 percent of the p uz he conditions and standard of living of the 
le? ynted oul that recently crmticism oa] impené n et nopulation. the tormer socialist commonweaith 
Ss Weakened in the presentations rmedia. S t leveioped capitalist Ccountirmes) NWoids Tirst 
Dproacn was nsidered IMpietei VaITt1ai yWac n the groups of scenooicniidren. workers and 
Loy +6 percent of the senoolcmidren, 56 p yart he engineer-techmical intelligentsia. We should 
udents in institutions oF Migner icaming and t e the unusually gh interest for these groups in the 
, gentsia in natural sciences. 95 percent oF tt Ut juestions of nationality relations, morality, democrac 
gentsia in the numamnities and 61 percent in the group man neghts 
de gicai aktlv. in thus contirming the ide 
bandoning the propaganda of the mage 
n roups of the intelligentssa and students in insti- 
s igner learning. Dasic aitention is given to the 
Dine of new political hinking nsenal ) ) rn lemocrac Tuman rrgnts. economic Ques- 
ked he nolic it gliasnost Deine carned enc ecnnoiogy ‘ducailon and nationaiit' 
[ vith the aid of the media. The etfe n ‘robably the changes in preferences are deter: 
nN ] 1 tts pohic S Dased upon th ' he processes of perestrovKa and the poh i] 
PSs ne immunicator and the [ 1g Carried oul in the nation. A certain deciine 
n 1 only a readiness of those w sem) n international iniormation can be related t 
rT n inaivze the rules and me n I IS quality established in last veal 
I ctivities as well as the sense and I me ack of interest. incompleteness 
; eing taken and the { neliness and nonodjectivit' 
$ ‘, 
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in assessing the work o} the media in treating the changes 
oCurTINg in international life, a majority of the resy) in- 
ients, as the last polls show, feels that this has been done 
most successfully by television and newspapers. Over the 
ast year, they note, subdstantiai changes for the better 
have occurred in the content of newspapers and the TV 
ind radio broadcasts on international questions. This 
yew is shared tor the radio by 28 perce m of the 
schoolchildren, 41 percent of the students in institutions 
if higher learming, 30 and 35 percent of the intelligentsia 
n the natural sclences and humanities and 66 percent of 
the workers. Changes for the better in the content of TV 


broadcasts on international problems were noted by 76 
percent of the schooicmidren, 79 percent of the studemts 
in institutions of Mgher learmng, 55 and 67 percent of 
the intelligentsia and 9! percent of the workers. As fo: 
the newspapers, tts oppmon was heid by 74 percent of 
the schooicmidren and 76 percemt of the students in 
institutions of higher learming, 64 and 67 percent of the 
nieiligentsia and 93 percent of the workers. 


4 depiction on the attitude toward matertais 
with international questions as a whole can be seen 
Table 3. 





Tabie 3: Attitude Toward Vateriais in Viedia on Internationai Questions (% of those questioned in each group) 





Mass Information Media Tetevision 


Radio Newspapers and \liagazines 
































Groups Questioned Basicaily Satisfied Jissatisfied Basicaily Satisfied Dissatisfied Basically Satisfied Yinsatis fied 
nteiligentsia latural 56 a 9 53 re 
ciences 
nel gentsia in humannties 5 9 g ; ' 
Workers ¢ : ‘5 . ae on 

d radio editors 8 ‘“ 3 3 7 ) Ca 
deo! gical aktly 67 44 24 . § 





\s can be seen from the Table, the percentage of those 
yasicaily dissatisfied with the media materials on interna- 
tional questions differs by groups of those questioned, but is 
verywhere sigmiicant. It is interesting to note that there is 

aiher gh percentage of persons dissatistied with the 
nedia work among those in the field, that is, the editors of 
he republic and oblast [TV and radio committees 


e7\scti 


hn disclosing the sense of? the changes as international 


niormation proposed in the presentations of the domestic 
nedia, those questioned note an improvement [oO a certain 
legree in sucn Characteristics aS objectivity, criticainess of 


issessments, (he timetiness of the intormation and its com- 
weteness. One of the main claims against international 
nformation as before remains the rebuke of its incomplete- 
ress. The effectiveness of the media in shaping the new 
yohitical thinking depends upon that conceptual apparatus 
vhich they employ, in deserrbing the sense of the occurring 
nternationai events. Researchers on the problems of party 
ducation and lecture propaganda in the Znamvye {Knowl- 
dge} Socrety, in particular, noted the difficulties of 

significant portion of those polled in defiming even such 
oncepts aS “democracy,” “socialism.” ““dictatorsmp 
it the proletariat’ and “internationalism.” The insuffi- 
rently hngh degree of the sermotic preparation of the 
uudience to accept the information of the nedia on inter- 
rational problems is aiso contirmed by the research con- 
lucted by the Socrology Institute in Moscow and Kishines 
The most difficult for comprehension by those questioned 
were such concepts aS derdeologization of international 
elations’ with this Derng completely incomprehensible for 
$8 percemt of the sechoolcmidren, 35 percent of the students 


VaSic 


& percent 


. hak netittatis 1< » Dale opened 
n mgner institutions, +) percent o} the workers, 


? the media editors and —. percent of the ideological axt1\ 


‘conversion of defense production’: completely incompre 
hensible tor 32 percent of the schoolchildren. 26 percent ot 
the students in higher institutions, 31 percent of the imteili- 
genitsia in the humamities, 30) percent of the workers. 35 
percent of the media editors: “socialist pluralism m- 
pletely incomprehensible for 32 percent of the schoolcht 
dren, 26 percent of the students in higher institutions. 
percent of the inmtetligentsia in the humamities. 38 percer 
the media editors and 23 percemt in the group ot the 
deologicai aktiv. 


\ failure to understand the comtent moves an announce 
ment into the category of informational noise and reduces 
the effectiveness of the appeai of the media to the audienc 
In practice a misunderstanding of the meaming of the 
iffered concepts reduces the dissemination of various imitt 
ilives designated by these concepts and distorts therr sems« 
Thus, in the group of schoolcmidren, students and 
where there was the largest amount of those who 
understand the meaming of the concept ““derdeologizati 
nternationai relations, "in comparison with the other cate 
gories there was a low degree of support for tms political 
mitiative (see Table 2). The faalure to comprehend the ser 
wt the concept of “the conversion of defense productior 
learly mitigated the assessment of ths political imtiative 
see Table 2) asin ail the categories of those questioned the 
conversion of defense production in the NATO countries 
was supported to a lesser degree than in the Warsaw Pa 
ountries. Generally, a mscomprehension impedes the cre 


VOrKeTS 


110M OF am integrated picture of events occurring in the 
world and possibly in part for this reason the replies to the 
question to what degree the Soviet journalists writing or 


nternationai questions succeed in explaiming the sense 
mportance of events occurring in the world were distrid 
ited in the following manner (Table 4) 
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Cable 4: Are the Seviet [International Affairs Journalists Capable of Explaining the Events Occurring in the Worid? 
(% of those questioned in each group) 





tepiy (o Question ye hooichildren Students in intelligentsia in lateiligentsia Media iditors Yorkers 
Higher Education Natural Sciences n Humanines 























he data of the conducted sociological research foreign policy decisions amd imitiatives, bott 
Ke it possible to assert that a predominant majority ot behalf and on behaif of our partmers. This will mak: 
hose Questioned approves the basic provisions and significantly easser for each person to understai 
ncipies of the new political tmnking and the Soviet essence of ail that is happeming on the international! 
reign policy imtiatives. In ail groups of those ques- scene and will heip 
ed. there 1s a igh interest in imternationai intorma- attitude toward internailonal events and process 
though in a number of groups (for example, the s all the more important as the Soviet state 
teiligentsia), this surrenders its primacy to the eco- aw emerges there will be an increased role 
mic and nationality problems and to the questions of ipimion not only in resolving clomestic probierr 


emocracy and Numan rrgnts. ntérnationai ones. 


> greai interest in imternationai problems is largely the 

: ement of the mass information and propaganda Footnotes 
nedia ns circumstance was also pommted out by 

merous respondents who felt that recently there had #t us immecdiatety stipulate (hat their intiues 
een subdstantiai changes for the better in the work of the (his Cas 1S NOt adsolute Oul is Mecessari!y 

oviet radio, televisson and press. A large portion of the number of factors: Doth Dy interpersonal contacts 
udience approves the abandoning of propaganda of th the betonging of a person to one or anothe 
nage of the enemy’ and the transition to shaping an group, the attitude toward (he countn 
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NSuring Masimum openness and giasnost in We military 
where, of urse, not to the detriment of state secuntly 
T} peopie toward the army depends 
arge!y upon the state of the latter, that 1s, to what degree 
ne arm orresponds in its quantitative and quaiitative 
yarameters to the real dangers, whether it lags behind the 
yest armies in terms of Its armament, training, State of 
noraie and discipline, how involved it 1s. in the life of the 
mation and whether it in tact helps the country. Here a 
nultipiie: i} new probiems Nas ansen and these await 
their solution and at umes cause valid demands by the 
vorkers on the state and the military. One of the reasons 
tor this is the lag of perestroyvKa in the awareness of the 
eadership of the Ministry of Vetense 


In order that the army $s development keep pace with 
society and assist in stabilizing the internal situation in 
the nation, profound changes must be carnmed out in the 
immy corresponding to the changes Deing made in the 
‘conom olHtiCS and spirttuai iife 

[he role of the army as a stabilizing, consolidating and 
protecting insuitulion increases substantially as its open- 


ess is Strengthened, as it 1s subordinated to the demo- 
raticaily transformed Dodiles of power, and in escaping 


rom subordination to anonymous groups which do not 
idhere to any rules in administering the army or, at Dest, 
proceed trom their personal experrence and speculative 
notions and this can also threaten stadility and the 
Jemocratic insuituuons, 


L.G. Yegorey (candidate of philosophical sciences, co- 
hairman of the Bure of the Military Department at the 
SSA): [The need for a military reform has long Deen at 
nand, This has been brought about by the changes which 
vithin the Armed Forces themselves as 
ell conomic, social, political and foreign 
olicy spheres of our socrety’s life. [t 1s a good thing .nat 
tw ye1ng worked oul for a general pian of the 
military reform: one by the Ministry of Detense and the 
SSR people's deputies from among 


have occurred 


iner OV a group of 


ine servicemen 


‘“. A. Slesarev: [he leaders of the military department, in 
‘ndeavoring to placate puDilc opinion in the nauion, 
Nave repeatedly emphasized that in the Army and Navy 
the political awareness of the servicemen has msen, ther 
ictiveness has grown in strengthening combat readiness 
liscipiine. AS practice shows, this however 


orrespond to reaiit 


ind militar 


Ih 


TWwes NOt Tull 


he necessity Nas artsen of estadilshing a comprenensive 
screntific-procedural program for military soc:oiogicai 
‘Xamination of the “Mhlitary Retorm in the USSR.’ [ts 
nadoration should invoive not omy the most competent 

ind milllary socroiogists Dul aiso mathematicians, 
olitical scientists, psychologists, demographers and 


ther screntists. [This wall make tt possibile to Nncompass 


ind take into account ail aspects of the internai and 
xternal manifestation of the nation § military reform 


lhe absence of such a program gives mse to a mulituphieity 
of independent, al umes nonscientilic and unrepresen- 
lative military sociological studies which do not shed 
ight on the truth and even turther distort i 


In speaking oul a general pian for the military reform, ut 
is essential to clearly work oul and clamfty the similamty 
and difference, what a military reform means in the 
nauion and what reform means in the USSR Armed 
Forces, 


The military reform in the nation, as a broader concept, 
must aiso inciude on the content level a range of mea- 
sures by ail the state institutions and public organiza- 
tions aimed al improving the parameters tor the military 
defense of the socialist fatherland. All the citizens of the 
nation should participate in the discussion of the overall 
pian tor carrying it oul, proceeding not only irom their 
professional affiliation but also trom their civil duty 


The retorm of the Armed Forces is a narrower phenom- 
enon requiring serious changes in the Army and Navy 
All society 1s also interested in reforming the army 
rganism tor probably in the nation there is no person 
who has not been directly or indirectly invoived wath the 
Armed Forces, Consequently, all the citszens must 
actively discuss this problem. However. pmorty in 
working oul the tasks of the army and navy retorm 
should be given to scientists and servicemen having great 
experience in military service. They. in considering 
public opinion in the troops and in the nation, can most 
effectively work out the ways for reforming the army 
organism. 


\.G. Polipenskiy (candidate of philosophical sciences): |n 
speaking about the overall pian of the military reform, 
we cannot help bul mention its specific goal. What is this 
goal’ Why is a military reform being carmed out in the 
nation’ In order to increase combat readiness of the 
Armed Forces or improve military disc:piine’ In order to 
deepen the democratization of the internal life of the 
Army and Navy or overcome the improper relations 
Hetween servicemen’ 


These questions are not rhetorrcal, for ail the problems 
cannot be resoived merely in the course of reforming the 
Armed Forces themselves, There must be a clear formu- 
ation of the main, strategic goals of the military reform 
and determine the stages tor achieving these. U nfortu- 
nately, this has not been sufficiently worked out in the 
general plan proposed by the Ministry of Detense 


One of the main shortcomings of the proposed draft, in 
my view, 1s the tact that its authors have proceeded trom 
the old political and ideological notions of the army and 
ts role in socety. Their conviction that the internal 
function wall disappear or wither away with the elimina- 
HON OF EXpPIOiling Classes incompietets retlects the social 
role of the Soviet Armed Forces. [n following the logic of 
the draft § authors, we conciude that (he army. a8 a social 
nstitution, Goes not perform any roie within socrety 











1? 
Should one then be surpmsed lat a portion oF Mme 
nation DOpUuIatION SNhares thre pinion that the Armed 


rorees are unnecessar 


Yu.M. Biryvukow (student at the Military-Political 
Academy imeni V.J. Lenin): One of the most important 
practical tasks confronting milllary socioiogists is the 
iscertaining and scientilhc support tor rea@izing social 
ppoertunilies of DOIN ail society and each of its Members 
mn Carrying Out the military reform. [This wall make it 
possibie to successtully realize the pmnciple of detensive 
suuffi@ency in the organizational development of the 
Armed Forces and achieve reasonabie limits in the 


onverting of milltary product 


V.A. Yadov: [t is essential at present to give some thought 


to now the arm will benha inat ne conadiuons OF a 

muitiparty system 

v4 ‘ , 7) %* ‘ 
rw presence oO} cel ron Gillerent parties in the 

ivm ind soon this will De a reat in iead to social 


asnes inside (he arm in cease tO De Manageadie 


Persons Dearing arms under party pressure wail act 


igainst anyon 


raer to prevent this § essential tO move ine arm’ 


yut from under party influence and make it a weapon of 


ine State 


V.V. Shaydt (student at the Military-Political Academy 


imem: V.J. Lenin): (8 a militar up possible in our 
nation’ This yuestion Nas Deen asked of the members oj 
the Politburo of the CPS! ‘ntral Committee and the 
ommanders of the military distmets, and it is no sul 
prise that it was heard today among the military sociol- 


gists. The posing of such a question shows the growing 
oncern of the Soviet peopie [or tne tate of perestroyKa 
vnicn Nas opened up ihe path to a democratic process ol 
eform Deng 
Dianned in the nation must eliminate (his alarm. 


the renewal of our society. The militar 


eforming a modern army must be 
yromiems ol 
mpossibie to 


he probiem of 
rewed in a diaiecticai unl’ VIL Ute 
eforming ail structures in our socret’ 


reaie a mode! of a fulure army wilhoul Daving forecast, 


at ‘east generaily. a mode! of that democratic Sate to 
vnicn we would like to m is a resuil OF Carrying Oul 

4 proround soctai reform I Ms Glaiecticai unit $ 
ioimated, we would de adie reate omy an adstract 
node: which would De dl I Ll irom (the material Oasis 
1 OUF Ssoctel { fiopmen 

4 society which Nas gone into movement, into a transi- 


wonai Derrod, Must wtouUusivy approacn the prooviem oj 


eforming itS arm -ven Ov \ in see NOW man 
yovIeMS arse when Must one clement is Changed in tne 
‘socrety—arm tem, that is, tne political system of 
vociet' For the tlexibic Ilvnamic mode} of a developing 
ocrety there should rresponding anaiogous mode! 
TOT tf rmiiitas rganization t is Ssentiai to Na 
necnanisms for interaction Detween ecrety and tne 
irm vnicn would encourag nme devetopment of tne 
societ arm tem and m pede 
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lt can be assumed that the more rapid pace in democra- 
izing the army and in carrying oul the military reform, 
in companson with the pace of carrying oul other 
reforms, will be the guarantee for the irreversibility of 
the revolutionary renewal of society and the impossi- 
Dility of a military coup. 


B..Vi. Levin (doctor of economic sciences, sector head at 
the ISI of the USSR Academy of Sciences); In the course 
yf Our discussion, various opinions lave been voiced on 
the general plan of a military reform, This is a com. 
pletely normal phenomenon which reflects the course of 
the discussion of this problem in the nation. 


| am convinced that the army is necessary and it will 
*xist for a long time in the state. Regardless of the 
warming of the international situation, we must Keep a 
strong, viabie army. It is essential also that the Soviet 
peopie, as before, loved the army and not feared it. But 
in my opinion we do not need the army as it currently ts. 


in the army, very many probiems have built up requiring 
an immediate resolution. And it is a good thing that 
these are seen by the people's deputies trom among the 
servicemen. In looking at their efforts to work oul the 
questions involved in carrying out a military reform, it is 
possibile to view the future with optimism. Regardless of 
ail the backwardness in the views of the superror militar 
leadership, common sense should prevail and the arm: 
should become what is necessary for our society and how 
we want to see il, 


V.N. Lopatin: After the recognition on the superror state 
and political ‘evel of the need to carry out a militam 
reform, the views of the military department, regardless 
»f obvious reticence, have changed. But only in torm, 
that 1s, in words. They have remained the old ones in 
content. This is why the draft laws being prepared in the 
military department evoke great doubts on the desires 
and aspirations of its leadership to bring about change in 
any fundamental manner in the Armed Forces 


For example, take the total of the military budget. For a 
ong time this was a “secret under seven seals.’ Thus, on 
i visit to Amerrca in 1988, MSU S. Akhromeyev said 
that we did not have such a figure 


Two years passed. Now the amount of the militar 
budget of 70 billion rubies has officially been published. 
\ second figure of 200 billion has appeared in the 
magazine NOVOYE VREMYA. And no one officiail’ 
has repudiated this. What does this show’ Either a 
reticence to name the actual amount of expenditures on 
military needs or the lack of any serrous methods for 
aiculating these expenditures. 


V.V¥. Kolotusha (student at the Military-Political 
Xcademy imeni V.I. Lenin: Military production is also 
going through a serious crisis. The appearance of this can 
Xe oDserved in the various functional, structural, social, 
nternational and morai spheres. This urgently requires a 
reform in military production, particularly its spirttual 


sector. The spirttuai must become the basic principal in 
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nilitary reform process, Consequently, this should 


ke subjected to change first. 


\s can be seen from the proposed drafts, the conceptual 
7 sions and the forecasts of the results trom the 
nilitary reform for now are little coordinated with the 
political, economic and social changes and 
1 the nauion. 


‘xpected 


iInsiormatlions 


The probiems of the military reform process should be 
vorked Out on a competitive basis by specially estab- 
ished nondepartmental sqentific collectives, The con- 
umers of their product would be the USSR Supreme 
he Presidential Council and the military depart- 
nent as these, due to the lack of information, for now are 


inable to take valid decisions. 


The first step should be the removal of a portion of the 
jentitic and scholarly subdivisions from under the 
itary Gepartment. 


} a word, there must be the rapid and viabie elaboration 
| a general plan for the military reform process and this 
hould be preceded by immediate measures to restruc- 
orresponding subdivisions in the spinmtual 
production. 


ure ne 


ohere of military 


X.\ Rybkina (doctor of economic sciences, professor and 
hief science associate at the Siberian Division of the 
SSR Academy of Sciences): [n my view, a vicious circle 
!asS artsen in our discussion. On the one hand, there is no 
indamental, independent sociological research which is 

‘ssential in the army. On the other hand, judging from 

ymments of Comrade Lopatin and other partic- 

yants in our discussion, there are neither the special 

ological laboratonmes for this or a sufficient amount 

uned sociologists and psychologists. In what 

nanner can we now test out the proposed general pian 
reform? 


mm mass sociological poils. These are 
icapable of resolving theoretical probiems of which 
1 4 large number has built up. Inerdentally, they are 
Kingivy similar to the problems in our economy. This 
niv is a manifestation of the naturai interrelation- 


iil spheres of socrety 


lat the problems of the military department will 
esolved more effectively if the draft of the reform is 
experts for reworking. 


rhe ¥\ tT to 


‘ays of Realizing the Military Reform 


Yegorey. The adoption of the new military deten- 
ne, th commenced reduction in the Army and 

he withdrawal of Soviet troops from the nations 
tern Europe and Mongolia, and the deciassifying of 
military budget—ail of this has made it 
ibie for the socrologists to focus their attention on 

yroblems requiring an immediate resolution. One 
rese iS relationships in the troop collectives. 


tre 


AU 





wtion 


m al tne Start of tne 
nz infractions in the 


70s, military somologists were 
retationsnips Detween the 





personne! of different pemods of service. Such phe- 
nomena previously were of an individual nature. But the 
one-year shortening of militanm rmed oul, the 
lowering of the draft age and most importantly the 
introduction of a call-up into the ranks of the Armed 
Forces twice a year reduced the stability of the core and 
the protective functions of the troop collectives, 


service Ca 


The army draft contingent is a barometer tor the pro- 
cesses occurring in the nation. Under the conditions of 
the crisis state in society and the economy, in (he Army 
and Navy negative phenomena have continued to grow 
and these have been termed “hazing.” As is obvious 
trom the regulari' ducted military sociological 
Studies, in recent years under the impact of demographic 
and aggravaied ethnic processes, these phenomena have 
assumed the nature of the formation of nationality and 
hometand groups 


The deteroration of relations between the vamous cate- 
gorres of servicemen, and the increased number of 
ivoiding military service and desertion—all of this 
piaces on the agenda the quesuion of replacing the draft 
ontingent with volunteers, that is, the converting to a 
professionai arm roceeding trom the condition of our 
economy, this can be carnmed out only gradually, consid- 
ering the reciprocal reductions in the size of the armies 
in the Warsaw Pact rt therwise the current 
army of 4 million would require an additional on the 
yder of Z8-2¥ milion rubies tor its support. 


ind NA 


The process of the protessionalizing of the Armed Forces 
yattern, one-third of the personne! 1s 
nade up of officers and warrant officers [‘praporsh- 
ohnk’!, and this is up to SO percent he Air Force umits 
ind «nthe Na tips. These are professionals. 


S an opyectt' 


yur \rrmed Forces were reduced, as was pointed out Dv 
the American military sociologist C. Moskos, bv 2-fold 
ind a transition was made to a professional basis, this 
vould make it possible for them to ensure a h.gh level of 
ombat readiness and milttary discipline 
Question: [n the nation there is a growing opposition 
Detween the administral ‘punitive authorties and the 
people. On whose side does the army stand now’ 


L.G. Yego.ev: This question is heard often now. It arose 
yut of the facts of biesaniprs the Armed Forces to 
maintain order in a number of the nation § regions. Phis 
was a torced measure. It is the consequence of the 
1] authorrties and this has often led to 
a sharp exacerpation of the situation. But | feel that the 
Armed Forces under no circumstances should carry out 
the functions of interror troops. Then such questions wall 
lisappear Dv themse! 


sOwnes Ny ihe 


“A, Slesare’ aT he most important probiems of 


the military reform ts the probiems of raising the prestige 
yf the Armed Forces and milttary service. [t 1s no secret 
(nat in recent irs the prestige of the military profession 
has dropped rapidly both among the nation § population 
1S well mong the militar versonnel. This, for 








‘xampile. is shown by recruitment to military schools and 
he course of the call-up of the youth into the ranks of the 


wt kh ee 
Armed rorces 


For an analysis of the reasons tor ths phenomenon and 
ocalize it, profound joint research is 
villan and military sociologists. 


ne Ways to 


equired OV’ 


L.A. Goncharenko: The prestige and authomty of the 
nilitary depend largely upon the draft contingent. As 
vas emphasized by Viadimir [lich Lenin, modern war- 
are “just aS necessamly requires Mngh-quality human 
nateral as it does modern equipment” [2]. 

Sut the situation with the draft contingent is such that it 
annot help but cause alarm. An analysis of the spring 
+84 induction shows that up to 25 percent of the 
irattees had a police record, 6.5 percent had been 
mnvicted, many did not have one or two parents, they 
vere acquainted with alcohol and drugs and had various 

ohysical shortcomings [3]. Because of several convic- 

tlons or convictions for major cmmes, every six months 
iround 60,.U00 persons are not drafted [4]. The pacnfist 
ind antiarmy attitudes dominant in certain circles of the 
suth are expressed in the trend toward an increased 
umber of “refusemks.’ Just dumng the penod of the 
1utumn | 989 call-up, 6,603 persons refused to report to 
he military commussartats [5]. U ntortunately, the situ- 
ition did not improve with the |990 draft. The qualita- 
» and quantitative characterstics of the draft contin- 
zent have been stmkingly influenced by the law according 
to which the socal position “student” automaticaily 
eleases voung persons from service in the USSR Armed 


orees 


The army must securely detend the socialist fatherland. 
nd tor carrying out this gh goal it has the mght to 
temand from society a contingent meeting the require- 
nents of military service 

The reduced prestige of military service, the lower 
suthorty of military persons, the til-defined future and 
he complexity of somal and domestic questions repe! 
oung persons trom deciding to become professional 
military. Timely in tms regard are the words of the 
vell-known French military theorrst of the | 9th Century. 
+. Jomim: “Woe to those nations in which the luxury of 
he tax farmer and the fat wallet of the stockbroker will 
ve preferred to the umform of a brave soidier who has 
ievoted Ms life, his health or hs property to defending 
he mothertand!”” 


s.1. Svedin (doctor of psychological sciences, professor): 
\ctuaily, the situation today is sucn that many young 
tficers want to leave the army. What is the reason for 
his phenomenon’ What are the basic motives for the 
leparture of the officers from the Armed Forces’ A 
ocological study conducted at the Mhiitary-Political 


Academ’ meni Lenin was devoted to answering 
nese questions 


The research has shown that the sources for the rise of 
lesire among the young officers is in the general 
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social instability existing in the nation. [n society the 
prestige of military service has tailen. The number of 
requests for discharge has increased by more than 30- 
fold in comparmson with the beginning of the | YSUs, 
Basically, these are young officers with around 70 per 
cent under the age of 25. 


_ntortunately, a desire to be discharged is vorced large! 
by disciplined, diligent and enterprsing officers. They 
compmse around 77 percent of ail those submitting a 
request. Almost 90 percent of them completed military 
schools of grades of “good” and “excellent.” Over 65 
percent is communists and around 3! percent 
Komsomol members. 


The mass information media, in speaking about the 
reduction in the Armed Forces, often do not emphasize 
that the problem of defending the nation has not lost its 
acuteness, Thins has formed among a certain portion of 
the officers a feeling of uncertainty and fear that in the 
near future they will be discharged from the Army and 
Navy under the cutbacks. 


Also important in the reasons for the departure of the 
young officers are the social and domestic lack of amen- 
ities and dissatistaction with their material situation. 
Over one-hait has mentioned tms. 


\ sigmificant fact, in the opmmion of the departing 
iificers, is the impossibility of fully realizing therr abil- 
ies. Many of them pian to do tms under civilian 
conditions. 


In my view, the necessity has long since msen of estab- 
ishing a special service in our country which wouid de 
concerned with studying and analyzing public opimon 
about the Armed Forces and would carry oul measures 
to support their authomty. For example. such a service 
has long existed in the L mitted States and its has proven 
fully effective 


Thus, an analysis of the sociological research made }y 
the Amercan legisiators and mass information media 
has shown that it is possible to maintain in the nation a 
high morai-political mood and authormty of the USSR 
Armed Forces. 


Question: What prevents us from doing ths’ 


S.1. Svedin: The success of the military reform will 
depend largely upon its focus on the military collectives 
The bases of combat readiness and capability of the 
Armed Forces are formed precisely there 


The troop collectives are a particular type of collective 
Their particular features directly influence the process of 
the adaptation of the draftees to military relations and 
hence the state of military disc:piine and law and order 
This should be considered in working oul and con- 
ducting the military reform and requires a sociological 
approach which presumes primary the forming of a 
general pian of the military reform on a screntific basis 
ind with retiance on socroiogicai theory 
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i... Panarin (student at the Military-Poiitical Academy 
men V.J, Lenin): At present, as never before, the army 
needs active, thinking individuals. Untortunately, it 
nust be stated things are not easy tor precisely such 
servicemen. [ns can be seen from numerous articles in 
jur press. Here is just one example. 


The military psychologists S. Syedin and B. Khoziyev in 
the journal VOYENNYY VESTNIK have writen: “...Jn 
ur troop practices it often happens that persons who are 
searching, enterprises and desirous of introducing some- 
thing new encounter a mass of obstacles and are tmpped 
ip in bureaucratic red tape. An innovator is forced to 
break through a wail of indifference and laxity and 
lefend his mght to imtiative’”’ [6], The paradox is that 
inaicgous words were voiced in | 908 by the colonel of 
he General Staff, D. Parskiy: “...Such quailities...as 
‘firmness of character and conviction, imtiative are so 
10l encouraged that the possessors of these are often 
mnsidered as unsuitable’ and ‘anxious’ {7}. 


The equipping of the army with modern weaponry 
equires a broader manifestation of imtiative. Particu- 
ariy on the part of the officers. They need to have the 
ibility independently to bring oul, anaiyze and resoive 
ompiex probiems in the training and education of the 
men. This should be aided by the military reform which 
should establish conditions so that each serviceman 
shows imitative. Such conditions primarily are the fol- 
OWN: 


—A morai rebirth of the army: 
—Acmeving the social protection of the servicemen, 


—Exciuding from troop activities ail that does not relate 
oO combat training; 


—improving the matertai situation of the servicemen, 


—Sirengthening the military and patmotic education 
imong the nation’s population. 


Che change in the views of man in the course of building 
: democratic, humane socialism aiso requires a revision 
1! the views concermng the defender of the fatherland. 
The serviceman should become the central figure in the 
nilitary reform. 


Yu.l,. Deryugin: In the course of the current conversation, 
arrous viewpoints have been heard on the probiems of 
he military reform. Tims shows a pluralism of opimons 


ind the constructive nature of the discussion. 


igree with the opmmon of the comrades who tee! that for 
he successful elaboration of a general pian of the mill- 
ary reform it 1s essential to have a number of socolog- 
cai studies. But the ommon that screntific approaches to 
given probiem are lacking 1s wrong. For exampie, the 
lraft of the military reform proposed by the serviceman 
sroup of . SSR people's deputies is based upon profound 
crentific research, including socrologicai. The experr- 


ne 


‘nee of military ?ganizational development in many 
untrres of the wortd was studied in working it oul 


There is the acute question of the use of military force 
inside the nation. Actually, the necessity has matured ot 
developing political mechanisms which would not allow 
a repetition of the lamentable experrence of Thilisi and 
Baku. As was mghtly pointed out by a majomty of 
speakers, the internal function of the USSR Armed 
Forces should be their role as a school of civics and 
physical conditioning. 


There were varrous views on the changeover to the 
contract method of manning the Armed Forces. 
Undoubtedly tms problem should be resolved step- 
by-step. We should proceed from the need of protession- 
alizing the personne. 


We must also depoliticize the Armed Forces. Under the 
conditions of the multiparty system developing in the 
nation, to raise the question of maintaining the (PSI 
organizations in the Army and Navy would mean to pul 
the other parties in knowingly unequal conditions 


In conclusion, it must be pointed out that the positive 
significance of our discussion is that there was an 
exchange of opimons on ail core questions involved in 
working Oul a general pian and carrying out a military 
reform in the nation. 


The roundtabie partic:pants took up varrous probiems of 
carrying out the military reform. Unfortunately, in a 
single article it is virtually impossibie to present the 
entire discussion. The range of views among the sociol- 
gists was quite broad. There were even diametricaill\ 
pposed ones. 


_ntortunately, not ail of the participants were able to set 
yul therr viewpoint in a well-argued and convincing 
manner or correctiy approach an analysis of the dis- 
cussed probiems. But, in recogmzing the objectively 
arising need to carry out a military reform in the nation, 
the participants in the discussion voiced a number ot 
nteresting proposals and screntific recommendations on 
is orgamzation and implementation. The sooner ths 
Yegins in a more orgamized manner the sooner the nation 
will rece:ve the Army and Navy which are required at the 
present stage in the development of our socret 
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‘Nauka’, ““Sotsiolog- 


Youth Confidential Telephone in the LSSR 
4/SDU011 Moscow SOTSIOLOGICHESKIYE 
ISSLEDOVANIYA in Russian No 2, Feb Yl (signed to 
press 28 Dec YO) pp 56-60 


‘Article by Olga Yetimovna Vendrova, candidate of 
chemical scrences and co-worker at the Medicai Youth 
Center of the Main Public Health Admimstration of the 
Moscow City Executive Committee. Tins is the first ume 
she appears in our ournail] 


Text] A service for emergency telephone aid to youth 
ind juvemiles was organized in | 988 in the USSR. This is 
a short period of time, in comparison with the exper- 
ence of analogous services abroad. The Samarttans 
Socrety founded in Engiand in !|953, an emergency 
telephone aid service, became the prototype of such 
centers subsequently orgamized throughout the world. At 
present, within the [FOTES (International Federation ot 
Telephone Emergency Services) there are over 400 orga- 
mzations in 23 countries. 


The 20th Century has been marked by stormy historical 
events in the setting of wmch the probiems of the 
ndividuai person have retreated into the background. 
People are unabie to adapt to those changes wmch they 
themseives make in the world. An important element in 
the self-awareness of modern man is the drama and 
tragedy of existence in a society winch ignores such 
concepts as spirtuality and morality. 


The crisis of modern civilization is rooted, however, not 
n human nature itself, but rather is a consequence of the 
“profound discrepancy between the thinking and con- 
duct of man. on the one hand, and the changing reali 
wortd, on the other’ [1]. [s it possible to overcome tms 
tragic discrepancy’ The question 1s a key one for pmios- 
iphers, sociologists and futurologists. Hypotheses are 
proposed, general plans are constructed. and the spears 
are shattered of the supporters of varrous directions for 
the giobai development of mankind. 


Untortunately, here we often forget the concrete indi- 
viduai wno iS in a State of crisis, personal drama. 
spiritual collapse, we do not or cannot understand what 
ne needs and heip. 


Precisely such understanding and he!p was what the first 
Samaritans had in mind. having begun the:rr voluntar; 
serving of the community. The results of this work were 
not long in coming and statistics shows a rapid spread in 
England of the local departments of the telephone aid 
service {hotline} come:ded with a sigmficant reduction 
n the number of suicides: thus, over the perrod from 
463 through 1970. tms declined by 34 percent wmie at 
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the same time where there were no such services, it 
increased by an average of 20 percent [2]. 

Che experrence of the Samaritans is important not only 
as the first example of organizing a telephone hotline but 
also as a nobie example of the selfless serving of people 
who can hear oul another person and sincerely wish to 
share ms gret and become a tnend (betmending, a term 
first used precisely among the Samaritans). According to 
the statute of the IFOTES, these are volunteer nonpro- 
fessionals who have been speciaily selected from a large 
number of persons so desirmmg and who have been 
trained in accord with the special demands. Many psy- 
chologists, physicians and pedagogues have been 
invoived in ths work. The experrence gained by the 
Samarttans is difficult to overestimate. 


In contrast to that adopted in worid practice, the hotline 
service in the USSR was orgamzed in | 980 as part of the 
public heaith system under the psychoneurologicail tacti- 
ities. The activities of such centers were aimed at psy- 
choprophylaxis and psychotherapy of suicidal states and 
encompassed basically the adult portion of the popula- 
tron [3, 4}. 


The necessity of establishing a separate hotline for the 
vouth (imtiaily called the Contidential Telephone Line 
tor Juvemies) was dictated both by the specific features 
if the juvemie age as well as by the processes occurring in 
recent years in our nation and aggravating the already 
difficult problems of the socropsychological adaptation 
7 the youth. Urbamzation and family crisis, alienation 
and an acceleration in the pace of life. as well as the 
Sompiex economic situation led to a mse in psychological 
stress throughout socrety, but these “msk factors” strike 
particularly painfully at the youth, among whom. in the 
absence of formed moral guidelines and the habits of 
psychological culture. the greatest danger is created for 
the mse of a pathogemic and criminogeme situation. In 
recent years, in the nation crime has dDecome sharply 
‘younger,’ there has been a mse in the number of 
psychosomatic and mental iillmesses. suicides and suicide 
aitempts among the youth. Numerous statements in the 
press. radio and television have been devoted to ths 
question. [t 1s easy to state the facts bul it is sigmficantly 
harder to prevent the factors causing them 


The mistrust of the youth for any sort of officral orgam- 
‘alions and imtiatives “from above” and often adults 
generaily has led etther to a socal passivity or a depar- 
ture from reai life or to confrontation and protest over 
the:r attitude toward the state and society as a whole 
Under these difficult conditions, particular urgency 's 
assumed by such a form of working with the youth and 
uvemies as a contidential service. where anonymity and 
absolute secrecy of the conversation make 11 possibie not 
to extinguish the weak flame of hope in the souls of the 
young persons. to find dependable moral guidelines in 
ife, to understand the reasons for the crisis and over- 
come it with the aid of a sincerely interested and 
inderstanding interfocutor. The task of the hotline con- 
Sultant is to Decome [or Ms interioculor nol only 
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ysychologist (or a psychotherapist) bul aiso an author- 
tative educator and an elder fmend. Ail of tms places 
special demands upon the selection and traimng ot 
yersonne! for work in our service which should not be 
turned e:ther into something like a telephone psychiatric 
irst aid service or, on the contrary, into a society of 
well-wishers armed solely with “good intentions.” 


The tirst results of the Youth Confidential Telephone 
MTD) show that in addition to its main function, it also 
serves aS an accurate barometer of moods, conflict 
situations and “hotspots” among the youth and makes 11 
possible to disclose pertinent trends in the development 
it the youth subculture. 


With what did the interlocutors turn to us? 


The basic reasons for appeals for help can be brought 
together into the following groups: 


Relations with contemporaries (approximately 30 
percent of the total number of cails). In tts group are 


questions “about love and fmendsmp,” the problems of 


voquaintancesinp with a young man (young girl), rela- 
trons with a group of contemporaries, a fnend (gari- 
‘rrend) in a school class, a courtyard gang and so forth. 


‘ten the juvemies who are not satisfied with the level of 


therr emotional relations with contemporartes or unabie 
o establish such relations avod the solving of the 
problem, in creating for themselves an “idoi’’ from the 
popular actors, stage stars, athletes and so forth. Gravi- 
ating to an ideal is a characteristic and undoubtedly 
positive trait of young age. But when ths desire begins to 
ut off all other interests, the juvemie becomes “fixated” 
yn the image of ns idol and can think of nothing more 
‘xcept how and where to see him, how to approach mm 
ind so forth. Most often such questions are asked by garis 
from |3 to 16 years of age. Here it is a matter of an 
nadequate mind set and from winch the young person 
umself suffers most, and in ths instance it 1s essential to 
lave delicate psychocorrective work by the consultant of 
the hotline so that “having reachea the heavens you 
lon | crasn 


> Relations with adults or conflicts with parents and 
ther relatives, with teachers and mentors (approxi- 
nately 20 percent of the total number of cails). Here also 
ire the calls trom parents, teachers and other adults over 
the:rr relations with juvemie cmidren, therr instruction, 
hore of profession, frends and so forth. We would 
point out that the dividing into groups is rather condi- 
‘ronal. Thus, in analyzing the situation of the second 
sroup of calls, the oroblems of the first group often 
‘merge in the forefront. For example, frequent conflicts 
vith parents over the question of the late return home of 

uvemie are directly related to ms desire to be in touch 
vith a group of contemporartes at too late a time, in the 
pinion of the parents. At the same time, tms desire 
‘xpresses the need of the juvemie for independence. 
elf-atfirmation “at whatever the cost,” without consid- 
‘ring the desires and demands of other farmiy members: 


tmis can show not onty difficulties of interpersonal con- 
tact in the family bul also problems of inner personality 
development (see the third group of cails). 


3}. The probiems of the internal personal development of 
the juvemiles and youth, deviations in therr psychophys- 
iological development, difficulties in socialization in 
society, loneliness, the search for the “meaning oi liie,” 
as well as retirzous and pmiosopmecai searches. 


Here we would also put the questions related to the 
chonce of a future profession, since the basic contingent 
af our callers was schoolcmidren in grades 8-10, students 
of the PTU [vocational-techmecal school], techmecal 
schools and other specialized secondary institutions of 
learning for whom the driving motive was the chooce and 
obtaimng of knowledge for a future profession. Ever- 
greater importance was also assumed by labor motives 
directly as a supplement to educational activity (in 
schooicmidren) or as the main type of activity (for 
working youth). The young men were serrousiy con- 
cerned for the:r future speciality, but could not always 
abjectively assess the:r amlities and personality charac- 
teristics, and sometimes did not want to do tms (for 
example, listen to the advice of parents, teachers or other 
adults). The warm and confidential atmosphere of the 
conversation and its intimate nature made it possible for 
the person on duty on the hotline to become for the 
juvemie a ‘crucial aduit’’ who is so necessary precisely in 
the transitional age. The anonymity of the conversation 
helps the interlocutor to reveal mmself and ths provides 
an opportumty even in the first stages of telephone 
contact to carry oul “primary vocational guidance” 
certainiy with ms approvai. 


The cails from the three groups comprise a smail portion 
ft the primary’ cails (5-7 percemt of the total number). 
However, it must be considered that often a serrous 
problem is concealed bend the external, situational 
pretext. 


For example, behind the question which is very popular 
among the young people “How can | get to know a young 
boy (young girl) | like?” (clearly from the first group of 
calls), there can stand the problems of psychophysiolog- 
ical immaturity, an inferrority complex involving devia- 
tron in the sexual sphere. psychic traumas suffered in 
cmidhood. social disadaptation, thal is. questions in the 
tmird group. 


Often the juvemies are unable to formulate the real 
problem behind the call. and they complain to the 
hotline operator of boredom. sadness. poor mood and so 
forth. For tms reason, it is very important for the 
consultant to be able to detect in the caller's problerr not 
yniy the external, situational leve! but also the profou7d 
internal personai one. 


(ne of the indications of a balanced (normal) personality 
is the following: an average (in the statistical sense) 
personality, a personality which has adapted and 


behaves within the confines of the established social 
orrteria: an integrated personality, that is, one where “ail 














elements function in coordination with the others” [5] 
However, the concept of the norm does not deseribe ail 
the diversity of actual psyemec life, particularly when 11 is 
a matter of a growing person, a juvenile. 


We have not yet created a true theory of personality 
making it possible to explain both the instances ot 
normal development leading in the future to a harmo- 
mous and full revealing of the personality as well as the 
anomalies of this development. The existing theoretical 
approaches to tms problem [6, 7] do not provide a 
persuasive answer, in referring either to an expressed 
pathology (if it is not sick then it is healthy), ar to 
Statistics (if it is “like everything else” then it 1s normal), 
or to adaptive properties (it is normal if it is well 
adapted), or to the demands of culture (it 1s normal if ail 
the preseripts of culture are carried out), or to the ideal 
outstanding images (the health of a personality as the 
characteristics of the perfect. creative representatives of 
mankind) and so forth. 


In practice, in a conversation with a juvemile who has 
called with his own concrete internal personai problem. 
one must solve the probiem each time anew, precisely tor 
the given caller, considering the general psychophysio- 
logical patterns bul in no instance remaimng fixed in 
therm. 


We pul into a separate group the calls involving suicidal 
intentions or attempts. Aithough these make up less than 
2 percent of the total number of cails, in therr impor- 
tance they are in one of the first places in the work of the 
emergency sociopsychological and psychotherapeutic 
aid service. It 1s worthy of note that the suicidal inten- 
tions of our callers most often involve not the loss of a 
close person, farmly conflicts or an incurabie illness, as is 
known from the experrence of the ‘adult’ hotline ser- 
vices {3, 4]. Suicrdai conflict situations for juvemies can 
arise out of what in the opmon of adults would be 
insigmficant problems.- However, maximalism in judg- 
ments, the lack of experrence in life and the inabnlity to 
foresee the consequences of thetr actions create the 
sensation of hopelessness, the irresoivamlity of the con- 
flict and give mse to desperation. If one takes into 
account the specific psychophysiological features of the 
transitional age, then ome must consider as valid the 
opimeon of specialists in suicide prevention on the con- 
ditional nature of dividing suicidal behavior in cmidren 
and juvemies into true and fergned [8] 


The main task of the MTD consultant in ths instance is 
the early diagnosis of suicidal behavior in the caller, the 
elucidating of Ms personality qualities wich would 
contribute to such behavior and the use of adequate 
rehabilitation and preventive measures. 


4. Informative questions. A sigmificant of calls (15 per- 
cent) 1s comprised of purely informative ones, when the 
juvemile or his parents request an explanation on a 
specific question (legal. admimstrative, job placement) 
Aiso in tms group one could put the questions of the 
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rganizing of lersure (about circles, interest clubs, var- 
ious amateur assoclallons, sports groups and so forth) 


5. The next group is the cails involving the overcoming 
of harmtul habits such as smoking, the abuse of alcohol. 
narcotic and various toxic substances (approximately 5-8 
percent). [n terms of their content these calls are closest 
to group three. However, they often also involve prob- 
lems of interpersonal interaction, since in the reterent 
group of contemporaries the juvemie begins acquain- 
tanceship with tobacco, alcoho) and drugs [9 |0) 
According to the data of specialists, the critical period in 
becomming used to alcoho), drug addiction and toxic 
substance abuse is precisely the juvemie age [7]. It is 
essential to promptly intorm the juvemle of therr lethal- 
ness, harm to health and so torth, but true psychological 
immunity to drunkenness, alcoholism and drug addic- 
tlon is acmeved by an active position in life, sigmiticant 
prospects and ideals, on the one hand. and the adequate 
methods of realizing them, on the other. 


6. A large group of cails (approximately 20 percent) 
involved sexual problems, various deviations in sexual 
relations and so forth. Here also we would pul early 
under the age of 18) pregnancy. 


In these instances, the MTD consultant, in addition to 
establishing a general atmosphere of emotional accep- 
tance and psychological support for the caller, the MTD 
consultamt must have a knowledge of the bases of sex- 
ology for a contidential and qualified conversation on 
the mentai health of an intimate life, the basic means of 
contraception, the prevention of illnesses and so forth. 
The MTD consultamt provides information on sexolog- 
cal and dermato-venerologicail aid stations where spe- 
clalists can provide skilled examination and treatment. 
possidiy, anonymous. 


The problems of early pregnancy are typrcai for the 
MTD. The main task of the consultant is to prevent the 
giri who has suffered the misfortune from making a rash 
and incorrect step, to prepare her psychologacaily for an 
ndependent decision on her own fate and when neces- 
sarv invite her (alone or with parents) for a consultation 
with a psychologist. gynecologist and other specialists. 


In the last seventh group of calls (approximately 3 
percent) we would put playing or calls of the sort ““! had 
nothing to do so | decided to call you.” “Do you want to 
isten to some music”” and so forth. Sometimes, the 
okers are invited to discuss therr existing problems, but 
the very form of a game can be a ““sereen’ for solving 
serious problems of both an imterpersonai and internal 
persona sort. 


We would pornt out that there are “seasonal peaks’ in 
the calls to the MTD and these are caused by the 
yperating periodicity of such social institutions as the 
school, army and so torth. For example. with the unset of 
schoo! vacations there is a sharp rise in the number ot 
calls in group 4 involving the orgamzing of lersure time 
tor the juvemles wmie questions of schoo) grades and 
ontlicts with the teacher are virtually absent 
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Table 1: Types of Labor Motivation (Continued) 





Mouves ot value of labor itself and labor as a means 
leveloped one-sidediy. Labor product significant 


Labor product motives combined with mouves of matenai 
remuneration 


Protessionais 





Labor product motives combined with mouves ot moral 


Shockworkers 

















emuneration 
Mouves of value of labor itself and labor as means Labor process motives combined with motives of matenal Snobs 
leveloped one-sidediy. Labor process significant remuneration 

Labor process motives combined wath motives of morai Romantics 

remuneration 
Mouves ot value of labor itself one-sided. Mouves ot Labor product mouves Plodders 
ador as means not cevetopec 

Labor process motives Gamblers 
Motuves ot labor as means developed. Mouves of Mouves ot matenai and morai remuneration Consumers 


alue of labor itself not developed 





Mouves of matenal remuneration 


Moonlighters 





Mouves ot moral remuneration 


Sydantes 





No group ot motives developed 


Strong motives missing 


Robots 





AS was pointed out, the degree of the development of 
motivation 1s characterized not onty by the composition and 
diversity but also by the strength of the motives. Up to now 
t has been a question of thetr composition. In the develop- 
ment of each group it 1s possible to isolate a. multiplicity of 
evels and this would make the typology more flexible but 
also uncontrollable. For this reason, in constructing: the 
types we have considered only two gradations: strong and 
weak motives. The type of emplovee (Table |) was deter- 
mined by combining the strong: groups of motives. 


Che proposed scheme can be used in constructing typol- 
gies using different indicators in the motivational 
sphere when the structure of the latter is complex and 
cannot be disclosed sufficiently completely by one of 
them. Betow it will be a question of two sections of 
motivation: aspiration :deals and now aspirations. 


The aspiration-:ideais or value guidelines are incentives 
which go beyond the jumuts of the actual working,conditions 
and are tormed by all experience in life of the employee and 
by purposeful ideological action from without, that 1s, these 
are the standards or ideals of labor. The type of aspiration- 
deals indicates the direction in which the emplovee is 
nelined to change his actual incentives and characterizes 
the potential of motrvation. The now aspirations (actual 
Jemands, reactive incentives} are aspirations dictated by a 
specific situation, by the conditions of life-and labor. Let us 
-~mphasize that in isolating the type of the various elements 
n the motivational sphere, it is impossible to uniformiy 
jetine the type of behavior which is derivative of numerous 
factors: value orientations, now aspirations, the available 
means for achieving them and so forth. These are interre- 
ated but different tasks. For assessing the effectrveness of 
the management system and for forecasting the dynamics of 
motivation and labor behavior it is essential to have an 
inaivsts of the tvpes of aspiration-ideais, the actuai demands 
ind reali conduct, that 1s, the methods and results of labor 


The typology was tested out at the industrial enterprises of 
Tomsk in 


989-1990. Let us turn to the results obtamed in 


1999 at one of the plants. The disclosed dependences are close 
to typical, since a comparison of the initial information on 
the basis of which the caiculations were made with analogous 
data. from: other regions did not disclose any significant 
discrepancies. As for the enterprise under discussion here, the 
labor collectrve was organized there not long ago from 
employees coming from different regions of the nation and 
the number of empiovees is smail wath a little more than 300 
persons (144 were questioned), and for many the leading 
motive in moving to the new place was the obtaiming of an 
apartment: the stvie of management was rigidly authoritarian. 





Table 2: Structure of Types of ** Aspiration-!deais” 
(Proportional Amount, % of Number Questioned)* 












































Types Entire Leaders ( Minus Specialists Workers 
Sample \ianagement) 
Harmonious 26:4 2.8 42.8 294) 
Masters 236 yé . on 
Enthusiasts 2.8 8.4 = = 
reators 5.6 7 - = 
Pragmatists — _ _ - 
Hedonists 4:2 4.3 12 g 
Protessionais 7 —_ _ 
Shockworkers — = - - 
Snoos 4 - ? 10 
Romanncs 8 64 = 
Plodders _ - - - 
jamblers d+ 7 4 
onsumers — - _ _ 





Moonilighters 





Svbantes : ~ - 





Robots rf 





* The average statstical type for the entire sample (144 persons) and 
for each categery of personne! was master 
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uble structure of | ypes of “Now Aspirations” (Proportional Amount, % of Number Questioned)" 
[ypes ntire Leaders \ Minus Specialists Workers (hange in Proportional Amount of | ype in 
ample \lanagement) Moving from “ Aspiration-ideais” (0 “Now 
Aspirations’ (for the i. ntire Sampie) 

farmoniou 4 f : )& 

Masters _ 4 6 3 1.8 —— 
nthusias +f — 

-ator ; — ; be 

ragmati: ; f 28 

fedonists ).2 - 2 ; 

Bhckin rer = = _ - _ 

nabs T 2. 5. —— 
eet : T" + — - “ ; 
Plodders To _ —_ 
jambler Sy y ce 4 Lt i” 

_ imer ; + - - 1.4 7 
Moonlight , Be 7.8 4¢ 135 . 

aww | - |. —_ 
Riebots i ; 18 7 os 
Th : | rage Stau ii type tor the scercaneih (144 persons) and for each category of personne! was “snob 








lable 4: Result of [yvpes of * Actual Aspirations” (Average Arithmetic Estimates by Types, Higher—i, Lower—+3) 





























Types umber of Types Entire Sample Leaders ( Without Specialists Workers 
\ianagement) 

jambler: } 6) 4 c& 
Rooots : ’ -~ 81 
Novos 23 94 3 
Moonlighte 33 ? 4 26 
Master: 49 } 3 

: Harmoniou 3 50 
* Included are tvpes lw number of MICH over tive persons tor tne entire sample | 44 persons) 
The structur eS Of NOW aspirations and aspr- How can we explain the arising situation, is it possrble 
ration-ideais is show! ables 2 and 3, and the resuits ind indeed advisable to change the measure of develop- 
tf the tvpes tual aspirations are gsven in Table 4 ment of actual incentrves tor labor? Further anaivsis 
The obtaimed int it ike: vossible to draw the nakes it possible to answer these questions. 
erie 


f we correlate the degree of development of actual 


he deere vel 2 actual .abor aspirations wathin ispirations not wath an abstract limit of | OO-percent harmo- 
he set np 7 § gravitates not toward the niousness Dut rather with the aiready tormed value orenta- 
ipper iim ver aS the average statstical ions of the emplovees, it becomes clear that the now 
mplovyee type olds fifth place out of the condt- ispirations are far trom the ideals. and the management 
Onai eight ai es in itseli lesire tor an inter- ystem makes iittle use of the value potential of the 
sting and 1 indifference to the utulity of mpiovees. [he most numerous types of aspirations-ideais 
he \abo ai remuneration; the most ‘harmonious and “master’) must be considered in the 
lumerous empl e ion anters ind rovots ligher gradations of the weaith of motives Dut in moving to 
vith ercent and |} ercent, respectively) belong in he now aspirations it 1s precisely these types that are most 
he lower grada iversity: a harmonious typr litfuse and, on the contrary, the maxymum number ot 


ft the upporters is gained by the less developed types such as 
‘moplovee: noonlighters’ and “robots” (Table 3) 
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The :deai guideline in developing the actual desires ot 
he enterpmse empiovees is the structure of types of vaiue 
rientations as shown in [able The ideal of a. | 00- 
ercent harmoniousness is unattainable while move- 
nent toward the aiready existing aspiration ideais 
ompietely teasible. At present, we can observe move- 
nent in oppowre directions: the greatest gap in the value 
tandards and “now aspirations’ is among the most 
leveloped types which are now either leaving the enter- 
rise or are being turned into “robots” and other less 
armonious types 


These are the results of appiving our 
ttuation at a specific enterprise 
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Article by Semen Gershevich Reznikov. doctor of med- 
‘al sciences. protessor and cnair head, and Ateksandr 
saymiovich Rozhkev. graduate student. The authors 
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Chis ’s the first tupme they appear in our journal! 


Text! Over the last decades. significant changes have 
ccurred in the world in the population structure. This 
as been felt in an increase in the absolute and relative 
umber of the elderiv. Thus. in the USSR. the relative 
umber of persons over the age of 60 is | 3-4 percent [1] 


Che ratio of the age groups in the population structure 
he designated trends of a decline in the birthrate and an 
ncrease in average life expectancy make ossible to 
assume that the ageing of the population will continue 


\ccording to the forecasts. in the vears | 990-2000. the 
nare ot elderiv persons in the nations ot Eastern Europe 
vill increase and reach | 7.6 percent in comparison with 
3 percent at present [2]. Of particular importance are 
he staustical forecasts for the increase 1n the number of 
versons SO vears and older. in comparison wth the 
opulation whicn Nas reacned the age of 6U 


n the homes forthe eideriv the number ot persons 79-79 
ears of age 1s increasing, particularly from 80 vears and 
ver, while pensioners under the age of 70 are enternng 
hese institutions evermore: rarely. This is related to the 
ict that due to the better matenai, housing and everyday 

ndgitions as wel! as the Droadening of medcicai and 
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persons on their own. there has been 
umber ot eideriv and old persons 


ocial aid to elderi,s 
iN increase in the 
iving independenti\ 


The organizauon of medical and social services for the 
‘ideriy is changing with an improvement in at-home 
ervices and the resettlement ot elderiy persons residing 
n towns and villages j 3}, while the homes for the elderi 
ire being turmed into hospitai-type gerontological insti- 
tuuons 


For studying the state of heaith and way ot life ot cideris 
yersons, we have worked Oul a research program and on 
he basis of thisin | 989 we questioned 372 single cideri’ 
persons residing in generai homes tor the eideriy in 
Imsk and Omsk (blast (a random 30-percent sample} 
is well as the cerpting of data from the 
ijocumentation. The questionnaire was made up of 
blocks which retiected the tollowimneg questions: general 
nformation on the respondent is materral and 
lomestic conditions, state of heaith. way ot life and 
nedicai-sociai aid. 


necicai 


Among the respondents, 53.2 percent was 60-74 vears of 
ize. 44.9 percent was 75-89 years. 4.9 percent was 90 
ears and older. In the sample was 32.3 percent males 
ind 67.7 percent females. and the basic mass was made 
ip of males 60-74 years of age and females 75-89 ears 


The educational level of the singie eideriv was iow: 49 
yercent of the respondents had rimary education. 
34) had an incomplete secondary ercent a sec- 
ndary percent a specialized secondary and only 
yercent had completed VU Zes. Here the education of 
men residing in the homes was higher than tor women 
\s for social status, previousiv 69.4 percent had been 
vorkers, 22.6 percent had been white collar personnel. 
vhile the remainder were housewives. persons disabled 
mee chiidhood and so forth. We investigated the tamils 
tatus of the respondents and the basic portion (66 
ercent) was widowed. 24.2 percent had been divorced 
ind 9.” percent had never been marned 


Poor to entemng the home. the duration of residing 
ilone tor the men had been signiticantiy shorter than tor 


4 é 


vomen: respectivels 4.6 and 25-1 -ars. | his 
Nat maies are !ess adapted for residing aione and more 
tten move into homes tor the elderi" 


nows 


Many respondents {37 ercent) at the time ot entenneg 


the home tor the elderly had adult children (21.8 percent 


ad one 5 percent had two, 4.6 percent had three ana 
nore} and. nevertheless, were in a sociai welfare institu- 
on. Here the share ot males wethout children and 
ntenne a home was signiticantly jower than the share ot 
hildless women (respectively 35.0 percent and 
ercent). Males wath children almost 3-fold more often 
naec up peing supported Dy the sociai wellare Dodies 
This can be explained by the tact that weth the break-up 
t the parental family, the children remained more often 
vith the mother. Often thev condemned the tathers and 
lid not maintain any contact with them subsequent!" 
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Vas no accident Wal » percent OF The mares and lust 

mercent Of the Temaies owed Weir relawons will 
elauives and primaniy wath cmidren as unsatistactom 
ina yercent of the maies and Oo ywercent OF Un 


emaies msidere”d nese renwaluons gouow 


Among Une nost widespread reasons [ol niering iy 


home tor ihe ciderly were: loneliness wilh 46 ercenl 
insauisiactory State of Neaith with AM yercent, and a 
ontliict Situation in the family and the initative of 
elalives i vercent. [The dependence of the reasons for 


ntiering Me Nome for Ur deny upon sex was not 


Ssentlal 


in eiderly person entering a4 ‘ome tails into a ditfheull 
ihualion nm (he one Nana, Mere is he abrupt change in 
Me surrounding Slualion and, on We other ne iransi 
hon to a collective way of lle, the necessity of foilowing 
in estadisned order anu adandoning Naodits ne Car ol 
Osing independent ” (his, in turn, exacerhates his 
iInsiaoie Neuropsychit aie and serves as a use oO} 
lepression, 4 lack of midence in onesell and one 
wuions and tells negatively on the state of Meaith 
rict i great importanm iit erations wilh retatives 
Some 90 yercent of The respondent® wilh retatives and 


Ose Trienuds maintain retations wilh them, some o,9 


ercenl Sit Une racer’ ind yercent pean will 
nem OV MON rit ful oO} ver nret espondent 
himsell sits relatives and om ul OF twe eceives 


natertai aid trom them 


\ ne Sam Ime, o. ercent| i those Questioned 

perrenced @ iacx OF Duman Tria ywercent Gid 
lot Maintain es wilh retatives and se irrends 0 
yercent 1 lM espondents Stated Mal ihe Ha rot 
equilt natertal aid [rom (thet etal s ome + 
ercent msiaered miact (oO O* rt nain nine in 
erauons 


limportant signilicans Or (ne Social adaptation OF LM 
ingie crderty are the Nousing anu set ( mMuitions ak 
tititude Of medical personne! aS weil as psychological 


mpatidiity wilh persons sharing the room 


Ar tne moment of the poil, ercent of (the elder 
vere iiving aione in a room 0.7 Dercenit were (Ww n 
oom and yorcent were (nree in a roum. A Major 
nose Questioned (446 ercent lowed (heir residen 
is warm anu iignt rercent found it Gamp and nd, 
ind + re! nt aS GarK. A ne same time, 4 * percent 
inswered negatively to the question Are fu Satistiied 
Mitn ur iiving conditions Among the main reasons 


for dissatisiaction were mot enougn room wilh 49).4 
yvercent, psychological incompatidility with roommates 
OT y Nercent mt med [Or repairs (OT 346 eT a; 
ind ihe iacK imenities in thie esident O1 


yerceni and so Torn 


le OFganiZation oF iemure is of greal importans or (ie 
iderty and disadied. Some 5 yercent of the respon- 
iénis iisten to the radio ‘ rercent watched television, 


+..% percent went to the movies, 'ectures and mcerts 


ind oO yercent read newspapers and Magazines rit 


ML OT TOUP Used Lile Service’ ra iloral Hu aad WooIesS, 


mu one vul of Aree VoOse! j hha ttes and fast: 


le praodIeMms OF SMURING anu aibOnG! use remain crucial 
n (he home tor he cider sCoording to Ue resuils of 
he poil, there were no absolutely sober persons among 
he men and among women there were 45.2 percent: 
wme OU. percent of (he men and 4-9 percent of the 
vomen did not use aicohoitc Deverages Oul Nad done so 


wWeviguM' ViVi et ni i iM nen and 
percent of the women used aiconhol one i month and 
nore rare: Al the sarm rit mroent of ihe men 
msumed aiconuelle Deverap, “ | nres mes a 
nonth of more often, A nme mument of le suprves > 
wroent of the men and ’ ercent of the women wer 
MMOKING, some wercent of [he men and ¥ yercent 


Wn ihe women did Noel SMonK mul Nad smoKed previguMs 
Viliit yercentl ne men and 4 mercent of the 


VOTH Waa NY SMORCKU al 


Van nhaditants of the home tor thr ider'y were 
neerned apoul ther Neaith vail re-inird oF tne 
espondents Darticipaieu in DAYsical CXercises and 9 


ercent Of these reguiarly. Viost offen those questioned 


weterred gymnastics wilh 54.5 percent, ac valking 
Viin & yercent, and irrous ns | nadiuioning or 
+5 percent ver Nail of those Questioned yercent 
won day waiked in the tresh ait ywercent did this 
wo oT (free times a week, WoOweve:! rmercent did not 
ca me iimitS of (heir room or were under Ved care 


ti oeaitn of oer 


mportant indicators 
rersons is the degre ft mooie ind the adility tor 


aking care of oneself (6). Motor act ress remained 


ully in one-third of (hose Questioned and in 4 rercent 
lad Deen Soarpiy reduced (mM iw ad n the tloor of 
Miinin (he room). Sore 0 re espondents 
OOK Mmpicte ire | (hernseives mercent did So 
artiaily while { rercen|l juiread iisiat ire 


Ve were also interested in how the respondents viewed 


ne State of ther Neaitn nit rercent cons ed (nis 
00d, 435.) percent found it sauustactor ind oO > unsat- 
Stactorm Among the Neaith prodiems the persons ques 
ioned most often mentioned poorer sion (44.4 per: 
ni educed motor activity (6% yercent mpaired 
rearing 8.4 percent) as well as the need tor dental 
yrosineses 0.) percent some ¥ 9 percent of tne 
espondents ad a chronic tines ome ot yercent ol 
ne men and ) percent of the women mentioned tne 
resence 1 injgurres of mcussions ind ¥%.U percent 


nentioned one OF anole MSaOwulty group 


\ or medical aid, one-naitl nose questioned did not 
iiwayvs go to a doctor in thre nt of an iliness or an 
kaceroation Wn an iines ina 4’ 4 percent yt the 


espondents were hoping (hal the iilmess would pass Dv 
iseil, 4.0 percent themseives knew what ailed them, 
6.) percent were not satisiied wilh the assigning of the 
mysician, 28.9 percent were not happy wath his skills 
ind |2.’ percent treated themselves with ther own 
iBenis “quail arming is ihe Tas nat one out of three 








esidents in the Nome was invoived in Sell-treatment 
ising Nome remedies as well as Medicines upon tM 


WV ih )| hal) Sahu acquaintanees 


The state of medical and social aid along with the 


WWUSsINA ANU GOMES Nnullions were he crucial factor 


n saustactton with the home tor the eidert' hus, 26.0 


spondentS Was nol salisiled wilh (Lie 
IvVink mMaiion ing Gid nul want \O De In Lhe WON 
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yoadening OF Lh iume OF soctal Services provided 
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On the Count of the NAVD Special Contingent in 
the 1937 and 1939 All-L mon Population © ensuses 





, UG i) \ ( iQ] G/iCHESK 
ey ()t n Russian en y ned [( 
ry ‘ i] ; 
Artic¢e OF KLOT KOA vien Msaor indidate ol 
Mmsorica: scrences and senior scoren issociate at Une 
nstitute of SSK History of th SSK Academy of 
scrences ur journal as pudiisnhed Ms articies: “Special 
YCTLICT ‘t}) and ie Mass Release From 
Special Settlement and Exile in) 1954-1960" (No 
iM 
Den he urnal SOTSIOLOGICHESKIYE ISSL 
\ ‘ ‘ WOs 9 ‘Mi}) Nas DUudISMed a Serres Ol 
iticies + Zhiromskava 1A. Poivakov and i.N 
Ksele \ Hail-Centur t Salen ihe 149 \il-L mon 
opuiall nsus.' [here is no need to speak about the 
a) lell Value nis punoiicatlon 
EOS lik he greatest difficulty which the authors of 
nis WOTK encountered was an ctucitdation of Ne Quesion 
( vnalt Gex at wrsoners and iador setiers were 
unted in the nsus. We possess information on they 
rum oLINNINE oO} , ind al (he Deginning ol 
154 that is, at the time Doth ail-L mon population 
Mmsuses wert nducted (see the Labie) 
| 


Laber Settlers (as of | 
january 1949) |)| 


aibie: Number of Prrsoners and 


january 193 and 





Or 09 

x MA 1OE ersons a) ereons n™ 
It iin lad dala » tie lai number of the special 
mimnegen roups 8 at ed Ov Doth nmsuses 
n ’ y ind in , ‘ty rersons. in 
ittempting to Dreak Gown tf niingent, (he authors 
ised the 154 instructions which toek into account ail 
rersons imprrsoned in camps ionmies and prrson as well 


iS Li ador setters ving in (fh one and in the iador 


i ‘ : Tr ‘ 
Cmrents mt Natl 


LUminisiration [OT 
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Corrective Labor Campsj of the NK VD [Peopie’s Com- 
missarat of Internal Affairs}. It was assumed that anail- 
ogous instructions were in effect in 1937 (ths is com- 
pietely probabie). From the calculations of the authors it 


incarceration and in the labor settlements there were al 
least | 8 million persons counted for under the census as 
the special contingent of the C group, while on 2! 
February | 939 (at the moment of carrying oul the special 
census) there were at least 2.6 milion. The authors give 
the lower, in their estimate, limit for the number of the C 
group within the special contingent of the B and C 
groups. As a result, for them the ratio between the B and 
C groups was 24.7 percent and 75.3 percent (according to 
the 1937 Census) and |7.6 percent and 82.4 percent 
(according to the 1939 Census). 


We propose that in fact the proportional amount of the 
C group was sigmificantiy higher. According to the data 
on | March |940, for the |,668,200 prisoners Kept in the 
GULAG camps and colomes, there were around |07,U0U 
security persons (including around |2,000 seeurrty 
mfilemen chosen from among the prison trustires) {2}, that 
is, the ratios between the B and C groups would be 6 
percent and 94 percent. [t must be assumed that at the 
moment of conducting the |!937 and 1939 Censuses, this 
ratlo was approximately the same. In truth, pror to 
|\940, the number of guards from among the very prrs- 
mers in the GULAG camps and coiomes was Mngher (in 
January |939, around 25,000 persons) {3}. 


Silence’ in breaking oul the C group as part of the 
special contingent of the B and C groups used the lower 
limit (75-82 percent) as the base, we will endeavor to 
take as the base the upper limit (94 percent) proposed by 
us. Then it turns out that according to the |937 Census, 
aver 2.2 million persons were counted in the C group 
while according to the |939 Census, virtuaily ail the then 
present prrsoners and labor settlers 


According to the 1937 Census, they clearly did not 
consider as the NK VD speciai contingent severai hun- 
dred thousand labor settlers (from 400,000 according to 
our estimates to 800,000, if one employs the calculation 
methods of the authors of the “Haif-Century of 
Silence’). The prrsoners undoubtedly were ail consid- 
ered as the NK VD specrai contingent. One of the main 
reasons fur the incomplete incorporation of the special 
settlers in the NK VD special contingent in hoiding the 
census in January |937 was, in our view, that durmng ail 
the 1930s it was precisely at this time that there was a 
peak in the liberalizing of conditions in labor exile. In 
accord with the USSR Constitution adopted on § 
December |936, the labor settlers were declared to be 
cuzens with fuil mghts and, naturaily, sagmificant num- 
bers of them in the soon following population census 
were counted as ordinary free persons. Subsequently. 
there began a new wave of “tightening the screws,” 
conditions were toughened and control strengthened 
yver the labor settlers on the part of the NK VD bodies. 





turns oul that on 6 January 1937, in the piaces of 


While the authors of the article “A Hait-Century of 





” 
-/ 


As a result, according to the |4934 Census, they were almost 
completely counted as the NKVD special contingent. 


As a whole, the data trom the |937 and |939 Population 
Censuses and the current reporting of the GULAG of the 
USSR NKVD, the Department of Labor Settlements of 
the GLULAG of the USSR NKVD and the Prson Admin- 
istration of the USSR NKVD show a great sumiamty and 
the encountered discrepancies are easily explainable and 
can be reciprocally adjusted. 


Footnotes 


Central State Archives of the October Revolution, the 
Superior State Bodies and the USSR Bodies of State 
Administration. Collection of Documents. 


2. Ibid. 
3. Ibid. 
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